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Abstract
Of late there has been and interest in investigating the concept of social space.  Following of Bourdieu's advice in Distinction (1987), attempts by researchers to replicate aspects this study (Munk, 1998; Bennett, Emmison and Frow, 1999; Rosenlund, 2000; Savage et. al, 2006) have concentrated on the collection of appropriate data underlies any success in a statistical construction of a social space.   Little attention has, however been paid to the difficulties sociologists not trained in statistics face when trying to use correspondence analysis, especially in countries like Australia where the method is largely unknown.   In this research in progress session I attempt to explain some trials and tribulations faced by a naïve researcher from the point of initial analysis, where data are entered in statistical programs and clear plots in social space are expected to follow.  The focus for analysis is a survey of around 3, 500 final year students from thirty-one high schools.  The schools were within a geographical space extending roughly 950 X 300 kilometres west of Brisbane in Queensland, Australia.   The intention was ambitious.  It was to use correspondence analysis to identify and plot appropriate capitals including school subjects, parental investments in and return from a child.  It was thought that relations between geographical space and social space could be drawn on to understand rural/urban differences in education outcomes.   From this the aim was to explain how curriculum selection (combined with other forms of capital) structures relationships in space between country and city schools and families.  
Where such a line of argument can be established in an abstract argument, clarifying them in the use of correspondence analysis and representing them geometrically is another matter.   Examples will be drawn from early data analysis, to examples of tentative analysis using SPSS, SAS and the breakthrough work done by LeRoux and Rounanet (2004) with ADDAD.
